
Celebration of International Year of Millets – 2023 – Andhra Pradesh 

Andhra Pradesh Regional Office organized a one day Programme to celebrate 

International Year of Millets (IYoM) – 2023 in the campus of RARS, Anakapalli on 24 

January 2023 to create awareness on Millets and to showcase the efforts and contribution 

of stakeholders in the Millet ecosystem. 

Shri. M R Gopal, Chief General Manager, NABARD, Andhra Pradesh RO inaugurated the 

event and Dr. P V K Jagganatha Rao, ADR, RARS, Anakapalli along with Shri. N S Murthy, 

GM, NABARD, Dr. Srinivas Babu, Sr. Scientist from Indian Institute of Millet Research 

(IIMR), Hyderabad;  Dr. N. Anuradha, ADR, RARS, Vizianagaram graced the occasion as 

guests of honour. The event was attended by Scientists from RARS, members of FPOs, 

Govt. Officials from Agriculture and Horticulture Departments, Bankers, various NGOs 

etc.  

The event started with a walkathon in Anakapalli involving students of Agri. engineering 

Polytechnic, farmers, women, FPO members, NGOs, dignitaries etc. with placards, 

slogans and banners indicating importance of millets and requesting people to include 

millets in their diet. On the occasion, Sri M R Gopal flagged off two Mobile Rural Mart 

Vans sanctioned to FPOs by NABARD under OFDD. An exhibition of stalls with Millet 

based products was organised showcasing different millets and value added products. 

Cultural activities highlighting millet as a part of local culture were organized as part of 

celebration. FSDD Andhra Pradesh RO has sanctioned few millet-based publications 

under FSPF. Two of the publications, a Millet Calendar and a Millet Recipe book in Telugu 

were launched in the function. The millet based FPOs, NGOs and start-ups were 

felicitated during the event. Millet lunch was organised for the participants. 

Shri. N S Murthy, GM, NABARD welcomed the participants and dignitaries and briefed 

about importance of the event to celebrate IYoM – 2023.  He appreciated the efforts put 

forth by the local agencies and FPOs working in the state for promotion of millets. Dr. 

Srinivas Babu, Sr. Scientist, IIMR highlighted the health importance of millets and 

informed the gathering about efforts made by IIMR to promote and popularise millets. 

He informed the gathering about importance of processing hubs and low cost 

machineries. Dr. N. Anuradha, ADR, RARS, Vizianagaram in her address emphasised 

upon research on high yielding varieties of millets, bio-fortification of millets and 

blending of millets being undertaken by RARS, Vizianagaram. Dr. P V K Jagganatha Rao, 

ADR, RARS, Anakapalli expressed need of promotion of millets in confectionaries to 

popularise millet products among children. He also expressed his gratitude for organising 

the event in the campus of RARS and stated the research activities being undertaken by 

the RARS, Anakapalli.  

Shri. M R Gopal, CGM, NABARD in his key note address emphasised upon the need for 

development of overall value chain from producers to consumers to promote the millets. 

He also touched upon efforts being made by NABARD since last three years for promotion 

of millets through mobile rural mart vans for FPOs, supporting exposure visits, formation 

of millet based FPOs, capacity building of farmers etc. He underlined health importance 



of millets and reiterated a Telugu slogan “Chirudhanyalu tinandi Chirnajiveeluga 

migalandi” (Eat millets and live long). CGM also added that inclusion of millets in daily 

food habits may address the issue of “Hidden Hunger” and may protect us from various 

health issues. CGM concluded with assurance that NABARD is committed to take forward 

vision of Hon’ble Prime Minister of popularising millets at global level and a promotion 

of millets as a possible solution to global hunger. 

Dr. K V S Prasad, DGM, NABARD summed up the event and extended vote of thanks to 

all the stake holders.  

Few Photographs and press Clippings are appended. 
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Walkathon organised to create awareness on Millets 



 

Flagging off the mobile Rural Mart van sanctioned to a millet based FPO under OFDD 

 

Lighting of Lamp by CGM Shri. M R Gopal, GM Shri. N S Murthy and other dignitaries 



 

 

Cultural activities – folk dance 



 

Millet Rangoli 

 

Exhibition of Millet Products 



 

Dignitaries interacting with exhibitors 

 

Launching of Millet Calendar – 2023 



 

Launching of a book on Millet Recipes 

CGM addressing participants 



 

 

 



 


